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614333 Choice - 2019_1.1.2e_1stTenAmend

 1  Which specific action is protected by the U.S. Bill of Rights?

A a journalist publishing an article that exposes government 
corruption

B a female citizen registering to vote in a local election

C a local business owner refusing to pay quarterly taxes

D a high school student signing up for a foreign-exchange 
program

563915 Choice - 2019_ 2.1.1b_voting cartoon 

 2  Study the political cartoon.
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Voters at Ballot Boxes

Which type of government is most likely the focus of this political 
cartoon?

A dictatorship

B parliamentary democracy

C constitutional monarchy

D presidential democracy
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622069 Choice - 2019_1.1.4j_politicalactioncommittees

 3  The primary purpose of a political action committee (PAC) is to

A keep citizens informed about political issues.

B monitor the actions of elected officials.

C promote laws designed to improve the economy.

D raise money for political campaigns.

725149 Choice - 20-21_1.2.5.l_Criminal Defendant

 4  Read the scenario.

A local store owner has accused a college student of theft. The 
college student was arrested by a police officer and is awaiting 
trial. The student’s attorney has requested a jury trial.

Who is the defendant in this case?

A the jury

B the attorney

C the store owner

D the college student
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652843 Choice - 2019_PAPERTE_4.1.2b_commandeconomy

 5  Select the three characteristics of a command economy.

A Independent individuals or groups own businesses but must 
follow strict government regulations.

B The government owns the land and natural resources of the 
country.

C The government provides small business loans to promote 
entrepreneurship.

D Independent individuals or groups lease the rights to state-
owned land and resources for commercial use.

E The laws of supply and demand are typically ignored.

F Consumer demand determines what is produced and when.

G The government controls the means of production, including 
factories.

MDV90186 Choice - 

 6  Congress plans to pass legislation designed to prevent the use of the 
Internet to steal personal information.

What is the most likely reason Congress would take this action?

A to strengthen regulations on the content of electronic 
advertising

B to encourage more business investment in computer 
technology

C to protect the public from becoming victims of identity fraud

D to provide due process rights to individuals illegally copying 
software
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MDV90170 Choice - 

 7  Which headline best illustrates an example of representative 
democracy?

A New Poll Shows Most Florida Citizens Favor Ending Cuban 
Trade Embargo

B Maryland College Students Sign Petition to Support Lowering 
Voting Age

C West Virginia Holds Special Election to Choose New U.S. 
Senator

D Local Activists Protest Recent Cuts in Kentucky’s 
Transportation Spending

737326 Choice - 21-22_4.1.3d_FTC Data Table

 8  Read the headline.

Social Media Influencer 
Taken to Court for False
Advertisement Online

Which government regulatory agency most likely took the social 
media influencer to court?

A Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

B Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

C Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

D Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
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562666 Choice - 2019_ 4.1.1f_poverty map

 9  Study the map.

LEGEND
= 16.0 or more
= 13.0 to 15.9
= 11.0 to 12.9
= Less than 11.0

N

S
EW

Percentage of People in Poverty in the 
Past 12 Months in the United States, 2012

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

The federal government would most likely use this information to

A pass new laws regarding cyber security.

B justify an increase in spending on national defense.

C establish new environmental guidelines for national parks.

D create programs to improve economic equity.



7Government Practice Test

Session 1

614509 Extended Text - 2019_BCR_3.1.2c_Gerrymandering

 10  Study the political cartoon and use it to answer the

 BCR  constructed-response question.
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• Describe the viewpoint presented in the cartoon.

• Explain why election districts may be gerrymandered.

• Include details and examples to support your answer.

Write your answer on the lines on your Answer Sheet.
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642995 Choice - 2019_2.2.2b_ImpactofNATO

 11  The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) would be most 
directly involved in which situation?

A the establishment of global environmental regulations

B the creation of an international trade agreement

C a military attack on a member country

D an economic recession in a member country

725153 Choice - 20-21_1.2.5.s_Probable Cause

 12  Which legal principle must be met in order to obtain a search 
warrant?

A just compensation

B probable cause

C reasonable doubt

D double jeopardy
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621238 Choice - 2019 _1.1.1c_American Democracy cartoon

 13  Study the political cartoon.
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Which principle of U.S. government does the political cartoonist 
imply the President is destroying?

A federalism

B individual rights

C checks and balances

D consent of the governed
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MDV01249 Choice - 

 14  Which of these offenses would most likely be tried as a civil case?

A burglary

B shoplifting

C automobile theft

D breach of contract

563884 Choice - 2019 _1.1.4f_fracking demonstration photo

 15   This photograph shows a 2017 rally in Maryland.
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What was the most likely goal of this environmental rally?

A to influence public policy in the state

B to support equality for minority groups

C to campaign for a particular state candidate

D to expose corrupt political practices
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614517 Extended Text - 2019_BCR_4.1.2a_Traditional

 16  Use your knowledge of government to answer the constructed-response

 BCR  question.

• Describe traditional economies.

• Explain the possible advantages or disadvantages of living in a 
region with a traditional economy.

• Include details and examples to support your answer.

Write your answer on the lines on your Answer Sheet.

MDV10122 Choice - 

 17  The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited discrimination based on race, 
religion, national origin, or gender.

Which of these would be a violation of the Civil Rights Act of 1964?

A forming women’s rights organizations

B opening minority owned businesses

C operating segregated restaurants

D lobbying political officials
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614437 Choice - 2019_2.2.1b_NationalSecurity

 18  Read the headline.

Daily News

U.S. President Signs Agreement
with European Country

U.S. to Purchase
New Military Technology

The President most likely took the action mentioned in this headline to

A protect the national security of the United States.

B punish human rights violations by leaders of other countries.

C support a focus on science education in the United States.

D force democratic reforms in authoritarian countries.

602978 Choice - 2019_1.1.3c_education

 19  Which federal policy would violate the powers reserved to the states?

A negotiating with leaders of foreign countries

B establishing military bases in state capitals

C drafting citizens for military service

D requiring states to teach a specific curriculum
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MDV90203 Choice - 

 20  Agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) have arrested 
a suspect in a number of bank robberies.

Before bringing charges against this suspect, the government must first

A provide the court with a written confession.

B select an attorney for the defendant.

C receive an indictment from a grand jury.

D assign a judge to hear the case.
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MDV02246 Choice - 

 21  The goal of a Washington, D.C., area program is to encourage the 
use of vehicles that use alternative fuels.

What is a purpose of this program?

A to reduce the price of fuel

B to reduce pollution from emissions

C to decide how many cars governments may have in their fleet

D to increase commuter use of vehicles as a primary source of 
transportation
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652858 Choice, Choice - 2019_PAPERTE_1.2.1f_Nixon

 22  Read the excerpt.

“The President wants me to argue that he is as powerful a 
monarch as Louis XIV, only four years at a time, and is not subject 
to the processes of any court in the land except the court of 
impeachment.”

—attorney James St. Clair

Part A:

Which court case is being referred to in this quotation?    

A Marbury v. Madison (1803)

B Baker v. Carr (1962)

C United States v. Nixon (1974)

Part B:

Which two statements best describe the impact of the Supreme 
Court case related to this quotation? 

A Presidents must comply with any legitimate demands of the 
other branches of government.

B The Supreme Court can review legislative acts to determine 
their constitutionality.

C Presidents are limited to serving two consecutive terms in 
office.

D The use of executive privilege is limited to certain specific 
boundaries.

E The Supreme Court can use the Fourteenth Amendment to 
review reapportionment cases.
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601307 Choice - 2019_2.2.2d_impactofWTO

 23  Read the information.

There are 164 members of the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
Of all of the nonmembers in the world, Iran has the largest 
economy. In 2016, Iran reapplied to become a member of the 
WTO.

Which statement describes how Iran’s membership would most 
likely affect the global economy?

A Free trade would create monopolies on goods.

B Lower tariffs would benefit consumers.

C Production times for consumer goods would decrease.

D New trade rules would encourage the use of nuclear energy.

MDV60308 Choice - 

 24  Which headline illustrates civil law?

A Man Accepts Plea Bargain While Awaiting Trial

B Grand Jury Hands Down Two Count Indictment

C Mother Sues Grocery Store after Slipping on Spill

D Suspect Arrested in Local Fast Food Restaurant Burglary
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652837 Choice - 2019_PAPERTE_2.2.1h_diplomacy

 25  Which two newspaper headlines provide the best examples of 
diplomacy?

A Senate Confirms Ambassador Nominations

B Department of State Issues International Travel Warning

C Secretary of State Negotiates Alliance with Mexico

D President Visits Southeast Asia to Mediate Peace Treaty

E President Imposes Economic Sanctions on North Korea

MDV60177 Choice - 

 26  Which headline illustrates a power of local government?

A Plan Developed for Garbage and Litter Clean-up

B Constitution Amended to Change Voting Age

C New Requirements Enacted for Driving Licenses

D Post Offices to Close for Federal Holiday
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732226 Cluster - Plea Bargain for Practice Test 601477 Shared Stimulus - Plea Bargaining Tab 1

A student is doing a report on the use of plea bargains in criminal trials. 
The compelling question is this:

For a defendant, do the advantages of plea bargaining outweigh 
the disadvantages?

The student has found the sources on the provided tabs. Use the sources 
to answer the questions.

Background Information:

In a plea bargain, prosecutors promise a lesser penalty or reduced 
criminal charge in exchange for a defendant’s guilty plea. The majority of 
criminal cases are resolved using a plea bargain.
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624526 Shared Stimulus - Plea bargaining Tab 2

Source A

Source: Human Rights Watch analysis of United States
Sentencing Commission FY 2012 Individual Datafiles.
http://www.ussc.gov/Research_and_Statistics/Datafiles
/index.cfm

Average Prison Sentence (months)

Average Sentence for
Federal Drug Defendants by 
Plea/Trial (Fiscal Year, 2012)

Plea

Trial

0 20 40 60 80 100120140160180200

5 years, 4 months – 24,018
16 years – 747

KEY



22Government Practice Test

Session 2

601479 Shared Stimulus - Plea Bargaining Tab 3

Source B
This 2010 interview was hosted by National Public Radio (NPR) host Neal 
Conan. The interviewees are Laurie Levenson, a former federal prosecutor 
who is currently a professor at Loyola Law School, and Barry Scheck, co-
director of the Innocence Project1 at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of 
Law and former president of the National Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers. Conan is interviewing them about the plea bargain process.

Interview:

Conan: Can you give us an illustrative example of a case where you got 
an indictment, you think somebody is guilty and offer a plea instead of 
going to trial?

Professor Laurie Levenson: Oh, yes. It happens all the time. . . . 
Plea bargains sometimes come at the initiative of the defense, where 
they say, “Look. We, you know, we think that this would be a fair deal. 
We can individualize justice if you let us plea guilty.” Nobody wants to 
spend the time going to trial. They don’t want the judges to hear all the 
information. They don’t want to put the victims through it . . .

Barry Scheck: Very frequently, a defendant will take a look at the 
evidence. It’s overwhelming . . . And you can get a better deal than you 
would if you’re convicted after . . . So you take it. On the other hand, 
and this is what’s really troubling, is that there are lots of defendants 
who are facing . . . really severe mandatory minimums or really severe 
sanctions under the federal sentencing guidelines that will plead guilty to 
crimes that they didn’t commit. . . .

Conan: In other words, if they’re facing 18 counts2 . . . that would put 
them in jail for a very, very long time, they might say, “I really don’t 
want to take my chances in front of a jury. Even though I think I’m 
innocent, I will take the lesser charge and do five to 15 [years]” or 
whatever it is.

—interview by Neal Conan, National Public Radio, 2010

1Innocence Project—a nonprofit legal organization that works to help people wrongly 
convicted of a crime and promotes reforms to the criminal justice system

2counts—charges
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601481 Shared Stimulus - Plea Bargaining Tab 4

Source C

Advantages

Advantages and Disadvantages
of Plea Bargaining

• Criminal defendants may receive a lighter
 sentence and/or reduced charge for the
 crime.
• Plea bargains save the courts time and
 money by avoiding trials.
• Prosecutors can use plea bargains to
 encourage one defendant to testify
 against another defendant.

Disadvantages

• Criminal defendants give up the
 opportunity to be found not guilty at trial.
• Criminal defendants may feel pressured
 to accept a plea bargain if they are
 facing a harsh sentence.
• Criminal defendants are giving up their
 right to appeal a guilty verdict.

Source: Adapted from Douglas A. Smith, “The Plea
Bargaining Controversy,” Journal of Criminal Law and
Criminology, 1987
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601483 Shared Stimulus - Plea Bargaining Tab 5

Source D
Carolyn E. Demarest was a New York Supreme Court Justice; the New York 
Supreme Court is the highest appellate court in New York state.

“Apart from the simple reality of too many cases for the limited 
resources available, there are substantial benefits to be derived from 
plea bargaining . . .

“Often a crime victim is very young or elderly, or otherwise infirm1 and 
does not want to be subjected to the rigors of a trial . . . In such cases, 
acceptance of a plea to a lesser crime, with a less-than-maximum 
sentence, may be mercy not only for the accused but also for the 
accuser . . .

“In some cases, the judge and lawyers know of compelling evidence of 
guilt . . . but know the jury will have to decide the case without such 
evidence because it has been suppressed . . . under applicable rules of 
law. At times a witness . . . may be unreliable . . . which will render his 
or her testimony less credible before a jury. In those cases a plea will 
insure a conviction where a trial may result in acquittal.”

—Justice Carolyn E. Demarest, letter to the editor, the New York Times, 
1994

1infirm—not physically or mentally strong, especially through age or illness
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653183 Choice - Pleabargain_6.1a_authority

 27  Why was Source A most likely created?

A to compare the outcomes of plea bargaining and jury trial

B to illustrate that going to trial is the best option for a 
defendant

C to show that plea bargaining is more expensive than jury trials

D to support the argument that defendants receive harsh 
sentences

653197 Choice - pleabargain_6.1b_orgiin

 28  Source B contains an interview excerpt. Interviewer Neal Conan 
worked for National Public Radio for 36 years and had his own talk 
show during this time.

Why did Conan most likely choose the two people quoted in Source B 
for this particular interview on his talk show?

A They show both sides of the argument about plea bargaining.

B Conan wants to persuade his listeners to support plea bargaining.

C Conan wants to persuade his listeners to stop supporting plea 
bargaining.

D They hope to make society question the validity of plea 
bargaining.

653189 Choice - Pleabargain_6.1e_corroboration

 29 “Criminal defendants may feel pressured to accept a plea bargain if 
they are facing a harsh sentence.” (Source C)

Which part of Source B best corroborates this claim from Source C?

A “Plea bargains sometimes come at the initiative of the 
defense,”

B “‘We can individualize justice if you let us plea guilty.’”

C “They don’t want to put the victims through it.”

D “[T]here are lots of defendants . . . that will plead guilty to 
crimes that they didn’t commit.”
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653193 Choice - Pleabargain_6.1a_authority

 30  “Douglas A. Smith was an assistant professor at the University of 
Maryland, College Park, and taught students about many concepts, 
including criminal law. His journal article was used to create  
Source C.

Why did Smith most likely include the information used to create 
Source C in his journal article?

A to show both sides of plea bargaining

B to deter future lawyers from using plea bargaining

C to ensure citizens know their options if accused of a crime

D to review the reasons why one person would sue another

601400 Extended Text - Plea Bargain_6.2a_Construct Arguments

 31  Assume that the information provided in the sources is credible.

 ECR  Complete this extended-response question:

For a defendant, do the advantages of plea bargaining 
outweigh the disadvantages?
•  Develop a claim in response to the question.

•  Cite evidence from the provided sources to support your claim.

•  Use your knowledge of government in your response.

Write your answer on the lines on your Answer Sheet.
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32353021-034c-4d7a-a7ae-cf59e38dd142 Section - Session 3 653866 Choice - 2019_1.1.4k_fundraising

 32  What is the main reason that fundraisers are important for a 
candidate for public office?

A to help pay for the needs and wants of citizens

B to provide personal income for the candidate during a 
campaign

C to guarantee the candidate wins the election

D to help pay for advertising and personal appearances

653956 Choice - 2019-20_1.2.3a_ProtectRights

 33  Read the information.

On July 26, 1948, President Truman issued Executive Order 9981 
establishing equality of treatment and opportunity in the armed 
services.

What was the most likely goal of this presidential action?

A to protect the rights of citizens

B to weaken national defense

C to strengthen ties with allies

D to increase economic growth
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MDV70306 Choice - 

 34  An individual accused of stealing identities on the Internet was held 
without formal charges.

Which excerpt from the U.S. Constitution best applies to this 
situation?

A “The right of the people to be secure . . . against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated. . . .”

B “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right 
to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury. . . .”

C “All persons born or naturalized in the United States . . . are 
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they 
reside.”

D “No person shall be . . . deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law. . . .”

616956 Choice - 2019_3.1.3d_pollution

 35  Read the excerpt.

“November 15, 1990, marks a milestone in Clean Air Act 
history . . . [This milestone was] the signing of the 1990 
Amendments. These amendments set the stage for protecting 
the ozone layer, reducing acid rain and toxic [substances], and 
improving air quality and visibility.”               

—“Celebrating the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990,”  
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

What was the primary purpose of these amendments?

A to decrease pollution

B to increase species diversity

C to create national parks

D to establish global land-use agreements
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663275 Choice, Choice -  2019_PaperTE_620577

 36  Part A

What was an impact of the Supreme Court decision in Marbury v. 
Madison (1803) on the United States?

A Federal courts can intervene in redistricting cases.

B The U.S. Supreme Court can rule congressional laws 
unconstitutional.

C Criminal suspects must be advised of their legal rights.

Part B

What was an impact of the Supreme Court decision in Miranda v. 
Arizona (1966) on the United States?

A Federal courts can intervene in redistricting cases.

B The U.S. Supreme Court can rule congressional laws 
unconstitutional.

C Criminal suspects must be advised of their legal rights.

MDV70011 Choice - 

 37  What is the most likely result when the same political party controls 
both houses of Congress and the presidency?

A Incumbents will spend more time on future election 
campaigns.

B Fewer proposed bills will receive party support.

C New appointments will be made to state government 
positions.

D There will be fewer conflicts over proposed legislation.
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562522 Choice - 2019_4.1.4c_FederalReserveGraph

 38  Study the graph.
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Which action by the Federal Reserve most likely contributed to the 
trend in unemployment from 2010 to 2017?

A selling securities

B withholding bank loans

C lowering the discount rate

D increasing the reserve requirement
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725246 Choice - 20-21_1.2.2c_policies for diabled rights

 39  Read the headline.

Daily News
Movie Theater Fined for Lack of 

Wheelchair Access

Which government action contributed most to the implementation of 
this fine?

A the ratification of a constitutional amendment banning racial 
discrimination

B the enactment of a local law designed to promote economic 
equity

C the passage of legislation protecting the rights of individuals 
with disabilities

D the court ruling that individuals hurt on someone else’s 
property can file a civil suit

652847 Choice - 2019_PAPERTE_2.1.1d_efficiencytype

 40  Which two types of government are generally considered to be 
most efficient in their decision-making processes?

A representative democracy

B dictatorship

C direct democracy

D oligarchy

E confederacy
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622005 Choice - 2019_1.1.1f_LimitedGovHeadline

 41  Which newspaper headline provides the best example of limited 
government?

A Senator Indicted for Accepting a Bribe

B Military Dictator Refuses to Give Up Power

C Individual Donates Money to Political Campaign

D Supreme Court Justice Retires after Ten Years on Bench

562506 Extended Text - 2019_BCR_1.2.3d_Learner’s Permit in MD

 42  Study the table and use it to answer the constructed-response  

BCR  question.

Learner’s Permit Holders in Maryland

Must complete a minimum of 60 hours of driving practice with someone
at least age 21 who has held a driver’s license for 3 years or more

Must submit a completed Learner’s Permit School Attendance
Certification Form if under 16

May not use any wireless communication devices while driving if under
18, unless making a 911 emergency call

Must hold a permit for at least 9 months before becoming eligible for a
provisional license

• Explain ways in which state governments regulate driving.

• Explain how the requirements for learner’s permit holders 
influence public safety.

• Include details and examples to support your answer.

Write your answer on the lines on your Answer Sheet.
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562504 Choice - 2019_2.2.1f_U.S. foreign aid budge graph

 43  Study the graph.
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The data in this graph support the claim that the primary purpose 
of U.S. foreign aid is to

A ensure domestic safety by promoting peace abroad.

B help countries change their traditional forms of government.

C protect the domestic environment by monitoring global 
resource use.

D improve the education systems of underdeveloped countries.
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MDV70291 Choice - 

 44  When a person is denied a job on the basis of race, gender, or 
religion, it is considered a violation of

A consent of the governed.

B equal protection.

C writ of habeas corpus.

D eminent domain.
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568157 Cluster - The people voted for change MDV6P011 Shared Stimulus - MDV60126.011 Choice - The people voted for change

 45  Study the political cartoon.
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Which statement best explains why this cartoon illustrates a mixed 
economy?

A The employee sells a variety of products to the customers.

B The employee can use the wages earned to pay for living 
expenses.

C The government tells a private business how much to pay its 
employees.

D The business sets the prices that customers pay for the food.
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725125 Choice - 20-21_1.2.2f_TitleIX

 46  Read the information. 

“No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any education program or 
activity receiving Federal financial assistance.”

—Title IX, Education Amendments Act of 1972

What was the main purpose of this legislation?

A to decrease men’s involvement in collegiate activities

B to reduce funding for men’s high school athletics

C to give women preferential treatment when applying to 
universities

D to help ensure women receive equal treatment in school 
activities

MDV70543.114 Choice - Passage: Maryland Raises Minimum wage on State Contractors

 47  Read the information.

To help fight poverty, Maryland has passed a law raising the 
minimum wage for employees of private businesses doing contract 
work for the state.

Which socioeconomic goal is most directly addressed by the law 
described in the information?

A productivity

B equity

C growth

D freedom
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52845 Choice - 2019_PAPERTE_1.1.2a_DeclarationofIndependence

 48  Read the excerpt.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, 
and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed,—That whenever any 
Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 
new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will 
dictate that Governments long established should not be changed 
for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath 
[shown] that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils 
are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed.”

—Declaration of Independence, 1776

Which two phrases best exemplify the principle of popular 
sovereignty?

A “that all men are created equal . . .”

B “that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness . . .”

C “Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed . . .”

D “it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to 
institute new Government . . .”

E “Governments long established should not be changed for 
light and transient causes . . .”
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MDV01914 Choice - 

 49  Between 1990 and 2000, the population of a state increased by 66%.

Which of these describes a likely effect of this type of population 
increase?

A The state will receive less tax revenue.

B The state will have fewer eligible voters.

C The state will gain a member in the United States House of 
Representatives.

D The state will gain political power in the United States 
Senate.

568172 Cluster - Chart timeline 2002 2007 issue ads  MDV1P184 Shared Stimulus - MDV60036 Choice - Chart: timeline 2002 2007 issue ads

 50  Study the timeline. 

2007

The Supreme Court
declares that limiting
the use of “issue ads”
during a campaign is
unconstitutional.

Congress passes the
McCain-Feingold Act.
This law includes limits
on the use of “issue ads”
by interest groups during
a campaign.

2002

Which of these arguments would a supporter of the Supreme Court’s 
2007 decision make?

A The McCain-Feingold Act violates freedom of speech.

B The Supreme Court has judicial authority over the President.

C Election advertising is regulated by the Electoral College.

D A lobbyist’s rights are protected by the 14th Amendment.
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604278 Choice - 2019_1.1.4h_open and closed primaries

 51  What is one benefit of an open primary?

A It allows those not associated with any particular political 
party to vote.

B It allows those who have not registered to vote to have a 
voice in the election.

C It limits voter choice to the candidates of two main political 
parties.

D It expands voting to those under 18 years of age.
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562676 Choice - 2019_1.2.1d_Miranda confession graph

 52  Study the graph.
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Which conclusion about the impact of Miranda v. Arizona (1966) on 
the rights of the accused does this data support?

A Defendants more often request a public trial.

B Defendants more often stay silent during questioning.

C Defendants more often appeal the outcome of a trial.

D Defendants more often agree to plead guilty.
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614337 Choice - 2019_1.1.4p_digitalcommunications

 53  Why would political candidates most likely use digital 
communications during election campaigns?

A to save money on campaign posters

B to share ideas directly with voters

C to avoid participating in political debates

D to hide information from the mainstream media

616387 Choice - 2019_2.1.1f_ProtectIndRights

 54  Which type of government provides the best protection of individual 
rights?

A absolute monarchy

B parliamentary democracy

C dictatorship

D oligarchy
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614067 Choice - 2019-20_1.1.1a_FederalismVennDiagram

 55  Study the Venn diagram.

• Establish 
 courts

• Borrow
 money

• Establish 
 postal
 system

• Create
 international
 treaties

• Establish 
 licensing
 requirements

• Establish
 public
 schools

National
Powers

State
Powers

How does this diagram effectively illustrate the concept of 
federalism?

A by showing the relationship between duties of local and state 
governments

B by demonstrating the difference between domestic and foreign 
policies

C by showing how power is shared between the national and 
state governments

D by listing the functions of territorial and state governments
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654034 Choice - 2019_3.1.1.j_trents pop growth

 56  Which government action would most encourage population growth 
in Maryland?

A decreasing the budget for public transportation

B enacting stricter labor regulations

C funding renewal projects in urban areas

D designating land for a national park

659750 Choice, Choice - 2019_PaperTE_617393

 57  Part A:

Read the excerpt.

The President . . . with the Advice and Consent of the Senate . . . 
shall appoint Judges of the Supreme Court.

—Article II, U.S. Constitution

Which constitutional principle is best illustrated by this excerpt?

A checks and balances

B separation of powers

C popular sovereignty

Part B:

Read the excerpt.

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more 
perfect Union . . . do ordain and establish this Constitution.

—Preamble, U.S. Constitution

Which constitutional principle is best illustrated by this excerpt?

A checks and balances

B separation of powers

C popular sovereignty
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MDV60070 Choice - 

 58  Which issue would a candidate most likely address to attract the 
votes of senior citizens?

A local curfew laws

B commuter carpool lanes

C college tuition aid

D social security benefits

652839 Choice - 2019_PAPERTE_3.1.3b_state issues

 59  The state of Maryland is a leader in environmental preservation 
and restoration. For example, Maryland aims to protect the state’s 
farmland and other natural resources while enhancing existing 
communities.

Select the three government actions or strategies that would help 
meet these aims.

A improve public transportation

B encourage cities to expand into suburbs

C create bicycle lanes along highways

D build tourist attractions in the Chesapeake Bay region

E design workplaces and homes in the same buildings

F offer tax incentives to bring new employers to Maryland
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MDV70545 Choice - Build wind turbines in state forests

 60  Read the excerpt.

“The Maryland Department of Natural Resources has rescheduled 
public hearings on whether to allow companies to build wind 
turbines in state forests in Western Maryland.”

—Baltimore Sun, January 2008

The situation described in the news article illustrates a possible 
conflict between finding alternative sources of energy and

A protecting the environment.

B funding national defense.

C enhancing the quality of education.

D promoting economic equity.
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784803 Cluster - Govt 2021 Practice Test National Defense 562625 Shared Stimulus - National defense Tab 1

A student is researching how costs and benefits affect government decision 
making. The student’s compelling question is this:

Should the United States increase or decrease defense spending? 

The student has found the following sources. Use the sources to answer 
the questions that follow.

Background Information

Each year, Congress and the President create a budget for federal 
spending. The budget often reflects the priorities of the United States. 
There is usually a debate about whether the United States is spending 
too much or not enough on national defense.
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622442 Shared Stimulus - National Defense Tab 2

Source A

Source: Office of Management and Budget,* 2012
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*The Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) serves the Executive of the
United States in overseeing the
implementation of his vision across the
Executive Branch. Specifically, OMB’s
mission is to assist the Executive in meeting
his policy, budget, management, and
regulatory objectives and to fulfill the
agency’s statutory responsibilities.
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562628 Shared Stimulus - National Defense Tab 3

Source B

“First, some history. The Pentagon’s budget has risen for 13 years, which 
is unprecedented. Between 2001 and 2009, overall spending on defense 
rose from $412 billion to $699 billion, a 70 percent increase, which is 
larger than in any comparable period since the Korean War. Including the 
supplementary spending on Iraq and Afghanistan, we spent $250 billion 
more than average U.S. defense expenditures during the Cold War—a 
time when the Soviet, Chinese and Eastern European militaries were 
arrayed against the United States and its allies. Over the past decade, 
when we had no serious national adversaries, U.S. defense spending 
has gone from about a third of total worldwide defense spending to 50 
percent. In other words, we spend more on defense than the planet’s 
remaining countries put together.”

 —Fareed Zakaria. “Why Defense Spending Should Be Cut,” 
Washington Post, 2011
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562632 Shared Stimulus - National defense Tab 4

Source C
This excerpt is from a 2015 article written by two Republican senators.

“Even though we’ve been able to keep the homeland safe for more 
than a decade, the threats to Americans at home and abroad are 
growing. . . . Yet, even as the world outside our borders is filled with 
more doubt and uncertainty, the United States has been steadily 
reducing our spending on defense. . . .

“The Army is on the path to be reduced to pre-World War II levels. The 
Navy is at pre-WWI levels. And our Air Force has the smallest and oldest 
combat force in its history.

“History has shown that every time we have unreasonably cut resources 
from our military in anticipation of a peace . . . it has only cost us more 
to make up for the deficit we create in military readiness and capability, 
and the expected era of perpetual peace fails to materialize.

“We think we are saving money, but in the long run, we end up paying 
more and creating more risk and uncertainty.

“We can afford the military we need, but we must make it a priority.”

 —Senator Marco Rubio and Senator Tom Cotton. “Why Defense 
Budget Must Grow,” CNN, 2015
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622435 Shared Stimulus - National Defense Tab 5

Source D
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601151 Choice - National defense_6.1f_credibility

 61  Which aspect of Source A would be most helpful for a student to use 
to evaluate its credibility?

A It illustrates data in graph form.

B It shows change over time.

C It makes a comparison between two categories.

D It originates from a government agency.

601149 Choice - National defense_6.1a_authority

 62  Source B was most likely created to

A demonstrate the need for diplomacy in foreign policy.

B show a specific point of view about military spending.

C explain how military spending affects the environment.

D promote the views of a specific political party.

601147 Choice - National defense_6.2a_arguments

 63  Which argument most clearly supports the authors’ claims in 
Source C?

A “While the military is important, we have important social 
programs that must be funded as well.”

B “Our nation will gain nothing but additional deficit if spending 
on defense is increased.”

C “We need a large, stable military to be able to better protect 
our citizens.”

D “There are both benefits and drawbacks to our current level 
of defense spending.”
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601155 Extended Text - National defense _6.2a_ECR

 64  Assume that the information provided in the sources is credible.

 ECR  Complete this extended-response question.

Should the United States increase or decrease defense 
spending?

• Develop a claim in response to the question.

• Cite evidence from the provided sources to support your claim.

• Use your knowledge of government in your response.

Write your answer on the lines on your Answer Sheet.





4 Point Rubric for Content CRs
Level 4 The response demonstrates comprehensive understanding of the content, question, and/or problem. The response is insightful 

and completely integrates knowledge to thoroughly answer the question. 
 Addresses all aspects of the question. Both bullets are answered with details.
 Demonstrates comprehensive government knowledge. Minimal misconceptions do not interfere with understanding.
 When appropriate, applies evidence correctly from the stimulus to support response.

Level 3 The response shows adequate understanding of the content, question, and/or problem. The response is satisfactory and
integrates knowledge to answer the question. 

 Addresses most aspects of the question. Both bullets are answered, although one may be less developed than the other.
 Demonstrates adequate government knowledge. Minor misconceptions do not interfere with understanding.
 When appropriate, applies evidence from the stimulus to support response, although connection between evidence and

response may be incomplete or slightly flawed.

Level 2 The response shows partial understanding of the content, question, and/or problem. The response is general, demonstrates 
incomplete knowledge, and partially answers the question. 

 Addresses few aspects of the question. One bullet may be omitted or both may be inadequately developed.
 Demonstrates partial government knowledge. Misconceptions interfere with understanding.
 When appropriate, applies little evidence from the stimulus or applies evidence poorly.

Level 1 The response shows minimal understanding of the content, question, and/or problem. The response is related to the question, 
but is inadequate. 

 Minimally addresses the question.
 Demonstrates minimal government knowledge. Significant misconceptions interfere with understanding.
 When appropriate, applies little to no evidence from the stimulus.

Level 0 The response is completely incorrect, irrelevant to the question, or too vague.

Updated August 2019 

5 Point Rubric for EBAS CR
Level 5 The response demonstrates substantial understanding of the content, question, and/or problem. The response is insightful and 

completely integrates knowledge to thoroughly answer the question.
 Develops a comprehensive claim addressing the compelling question.
 Supports claim with full synthesis, citing evidence from all appropriate sources and connection to claim is substantial.
 Minor misconceptions do not interfere with understanding.

Level 4 The response shows significant understanding of the content, question, and/or problem. The response is thoughtful and
integrates knowledge to fully answer the question. 

 Develops an adequate claim addressing the compelling question.
 Reflects thoughtful synthesis in supporting claim with evidence from several appropriate sources, but connection to

claim may be unevenly developed.
 Minor misconceptions do not interfere with understanding.

Level 3 The response shows general understanding of the content, question, and/or problem. The response is adequate and integrates 
knowledge to fully answer the question. 

 Develops a general claim addressing the compelling question.
 Supports claim with some synthesis behind at least one source.
 Minor misconceptions interfere with understanding.

Level 2 The response shows partial understanding of the content, question, and/or problem. The response presents incomplete 
knowledge and partially answers the question. 

 Develops a partial claim addressing the compelling question.
 Claim reflects support from at least one source, but there is little to no synthesis behind any source.
 Misconceptions interfere with understanding.

Level 1 The response shows minimal understanding of the content, question, and/or problem. The response is related to the question, 
but is inadequate.

 May develop a partial claim that relates to the compelling question or lacks a claim.
 References information from sources.
 Significant misconceptions.

Level 0 The response is completely incorrect or irrelevant to the question.
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